

















woman power against the enemy. These manifestations of
“white supremacy,” typified in the insulting policy of “blood
segregation” within our own country, not only affect Negro
Americans, but all Americans. The Communist Party is in
the front ranks of all those trying to eliminate these evils as
a requirement for speedy victory.

The followsrs of the late political gangster Leon ‘I'rotsky,
and of Norman Thomas, pretend a sincere interest in the
elimination of Jim Crow, but it is the same sort of interest out
of which Quisling turned Norway over to his Nazi masters.

We Communists fight against the Jim-Crow system as a part
of the national effort to speed production and to speed the
all-out offensive—especially the opening of the second front
against Hitler on the European continent. We urge a cen-
tralized war economy in order to strengthen the home front
and mobilize our total manpower irrespective of race, color
or cteed. The Hitler-Dies gang is desperate—and dangerous
because it sees the people moving toward abolishing the “white
supremacy” system as a means of winning the war.

ORGANIZED LABOR FIGHTS DISCRIMINATION

In order to win their fight for full liberation, the Negro
people need allies. The greatest of these allies is the organized
labor movement, with which colored Americans must work in
ever closer solidarity. Thus any proposal like that for a
“civil disobedience” movement would divide the Negro
people, and endanger their unity with the labor move-
ment; and this is the objective of the poll taxers and Copper-
heads—an objective which they have not been able to accom-
plish themselves. The “civil disobedience” proposal places the
ficht for Negro rights as though the interest of the Negro
people was opposed to the interest of the nation. It is, there-
fore, a danger to the war effort and to the Negro people.

The emergence of the fight for Negro rights as one of the
major issues of the nation in the last fifteen years has been due
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to the fact that increasingly the labor movement—the C.I.O.
and thousands of progressive A. F. of L. members—have made
this fight their own, as it must be for the advancement of
labor. This is the greatest and most positive single develop-
ment in the struggle for Negro rights since the €ivil War.

The Communist Party is the political party which united
the struggle for the Negro’s equal citizenship with the build-
ing of the trade unions and of the political movement of the
workers. Only the Communist Party, the party of the working
class, could achieve this, because it alone places the national
liberation of Negro Americans as a fundamental responsi-
bility of labor. No one can honestly deny that one of the
greatest contributions made to the development of American
democracy—a contribution which is paying patriotic dividends
today—is the leadership of the Communist Party in making
the struggle for the full citizenship of Negro Americans the
concern of labor and of all fair-minded Americans.

One of the most important duties of the unions today, in-
sisted upon by the Communist Party, is to end the stench of
the slave market which still remains in many unions, particu-
larly in the railroad industry.

Where the Communist Party is strong, the trade unions
speak and fight for Negro rights. The trade unions—the strug-
gle for full equal rights—need a strong and a large Commu-
nist Party. The very fact that labor today fights increasingly
for Negro equality and against anti-Semitism is a tribute to the
influence and devotion of the Communist Party.

COMMUNISTS IN THE FIGHT FOR NEGRO RIGHTS

The Communist Party is the party of the American workers,
Negro and white. The Negro-haters long ago tried to scare the
Southern white workers away from the Communist Party
by calling it the “Negro party.” But it is not only the
party of the American workers of all races, creeds and
colors, it is proud to be known as the party of the Negro
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